On April 9, 2001, the City of Bainbridge Island City Council adopted Ordinance 2001-06, establishing helmet requirements for bicycles and similar recreational vehicles and created Chapter 10.30 of the City of Bainbridge Island Municipal Code.

HOW DOES IT AFFECT YOU?

If you ride a recreational vehicle on public roadways you must wear a helmet.  In the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of its citizens, the City requires bicycle and other similar recreational vehicle users and riders to wear protective helmets.

RCW 35.75.010 states that the City, may, by ordinance, regulate the riding of bicycles or other similar vehicles upon streets, alleys, highways or other public grounds within the City limits.
WHY A HELMET ORDINANCE?

There has been an increase in the use of skateboards, roller skates and scooter in out community and head injuries are a major cause of death and disability associated with the operation of a recreational vehicle on public roadways and bicycle paths.
WHAT IS A RECREATIONAL VEHICLE?

Bicycling, skateboarding, roller-skating, roller-blading, riding scooters and horseback riding are "sports" that will require the protection of a helmet.  therefore, the vehicles used for such sports are considered recreational vehicles.
WHAT IS A PUBLIC AREA?

A "public area" means public roadways, bicycle paths, parks or any right-of-way, (publicly owned property) within the City of Bainbridge Island.
HOW CAN I GET AN EXEMPTION?

A rider is exempted from the requirements of this ordinance if the rider has in his or her possession a letter or memo signed by a medical doctor licensed in the State of Washington indicating that the use of any helmet is harmful to the health or safety of the rider.
WHAT IF I CHOOSE NOT TO WEAR A HELMET?

Any person or organization violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall have committed an infraction.  The first time this infraction occurs a written warning of the violation may be issued, after a second violation the person shall be liable for monetary penalties as set forth in Chapter 7.80 RCW, not to exceed $10.0 exclusive of statutory assessments.

SAFETY TIPS

· Observe the rules of the road by obeying traffic signs and lights.

· Wear reflective apparel.

· Routinely checks safety equipment such as lights, reflectors and brakes.

· Yield to pedestrians.

For more information please contact:

Mayor’s Office

280 Madison Avenue North

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110-1812

Phone:  (2060 842-2545

Fax: (206) 780-7600

Email:  cityadmin@ci.bainbridge-isl.wa.us
